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									Our individual talent drives our collective excellence

									We work together across the firm as one team. Our diversity fuels our culture. Our people's backgrounds, cultures, experiences and skills drive fresh thinking, new ideas, unique perspectives and insights, allowing us to collectively develop new and better solutions for our clients. 


									
										Find out more 
									
								

							

						


					

				

			
				
					
						
							

						

						

							
								
									Regionally present. Nationally focused. Globally connected.

									We are the law firm at the centre of New Zealand's economic and commercial heartland. We strive to make a tangible difference to the communities we serve and to New Zealand through our work and the outcomes we create. 


									
										Find out more 
									
								

							

						


					

				

			
				
					
						
							

						

						

							
								
									We help our clients make confident decisions.

									Utilising the knowledge and experience of our whole firm, we give practical advice, drawing on the depth of our expertise to develop effective solutions for our clients, allowing them to achieve their goals and desired outcomes.


									
										Find out more 
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						Tompkins Wake is powered by the collective knowledge and experience of our team of experts. Our clients get the best knowledge, experience and expertise from across the firm on every matter. 



						Our People

					

				

				
					
						
							
								Our Expertise

								 

							

						

					
					
						Tompkins Wake is the law firm that clients turn to for help on the matters most important to them. We use our collective knowledge and expertise to develop solutions to the complex and sophisticated challenges our clients present. 

						Our Expertise

					

				

















				
					
						
							
								
									
										
											Tompkins Wake recognises emerging leaders with recent promotions

										

									

								
							

						
							
								
									
										
											Tompkins Wake renews sponsorship of Rotorua Business Awards

										

									

								
							

						
							
								
									
										
											Tompkins Wake secures position as a Leading Firm  

										

									

								
							

						
							
								
									
										
											Tompkins Wake advises Obayashi Corporation

										

									

								
							

						
							
								
									
										
											Rotorua's growth solidified with appointed Partner

										

									

								
							

						
							
								
									
										
											Passion for law and lasting client connections fuels new Partnership

										

									

								
							

						
						
								
	


						

					

					
						
							New Zealand's Mid-Sized Law Firm of the Year for 2019, 2020 and 2021 (New Zealand Law Awards), Tompkins Wake is recognised globally for the quality and impact of our work and our exceptional people.
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							Gangs Targeted by New Bill

							Tuesday 19 March, 2024

							The Gangs Legislation Amendment Bill (“the Bill”) is part of the Government’s 100-day plan to restore law and order. Introduced to Parliament on 7 March 2024 it has been referred to the Justice Select Committee for report back by 8 July 2024. Submissions must be received by 5 April 2024.

							
								Read More 
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							Understanding the Legal Requirements for a Valid Will

							Monday 11 March, 2024

							Creating a valid will is crucial for ensuring your assets are distributed as you wish after your death. The Wills Act 2007 outlines requirements for a will to be valid, including being in writing, signed, and properly witnessed. Yet, in special circumstances, the High Court can validate a will that doesn't meet these strict criteria, if it reflects the deceased's clear intentions.

							
								Read More 
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							Novel climate change lawsuit to proceed

							Tuesday 13 February, 2024

							The Supreme Court (SC) has released its long-awaited decision in Smith v Fonterra Co-Operative Group Ltd. The appeal considered whether Mr Smith’s claim in tort, relating to damage caused by climate change, should be struck out (on the alleged basis it was bound to fail at trial).

							
								Read More 
							

						

					

				

			
				
					
						
							[image: Navigating Separation: Custody, Property, and Finance FAQs]
						

						
							Navigating Separation: Custody, Property, and Finance FAQs

							Monday 22 January, 2024

							There are many questions that arise upon the separation of a couple or even during a relationship. Our experts have answered some of our most commonly asked questions in our latest family law article. Whether you're navigating post-separation challenges or planning for the future, find essential insights on managing custody during holidays, differentiating between relationship and separate property, and protecting your financial interests.

							
								Read More 
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							90-Day Trial Periods: What Employers Need to Know

							Friday 22 December, 2023

							The Government has passed legislation under urgency, making 90-day trial periods available to all employers once again. The previous Labour Government had limited the scheme to businesses with nineteen or fewer employees.



Where an effective trial period provision is in place, a new employee who is dismissed within the first 90 days of employment cannot raise a personal grievance or other legal proceedings in respect of the dismissal.

							
								Read More 
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							Intellectual Property for Game Developers - Identifying and Protecting your IP

							Friday 15 December, 2023

							For game developers, intellectual property (IP) is the core of your business. Using your IP to generate revenue for your business provides the fuel for your future development. There are a multitude of different ways to commercialise your IP, but the first steps are to identify the full scope of your IP and secure your rights and ownership.

							
								Read More 
							

						

					

				

			
		

	

	
		
				
	


		

	




	
		Expertise

		
		
			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Aged Care

							With New Zealand's expanding ageing population, Tompkins Wake helps our clients navigates the complexities of the rapidly growing aged care sector, providing st...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Agribusiness & Rural 

							Tompkins Wake works with clients across New Zealand's primary sector supply chain from private and individual farming families, large corporate farming enterpri...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Banking & Finance

							Tompkins Wake's banking and finance team is a multi-disciplinary collaboration of partners from across the firm, including specialists in corporate advisory, fi...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Charities, Not for Profit & Social Enterprise

							Not-for-profit and charitable organisations are an integral part of New Zealand society. Tompkins Wake advises not-for-profit, charitable and philanthropic orga...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Commercial Property

							Tompkins Wake's Commercial Property team work with our clients on significant development, acquisition, sale, leasing, and infrastructure transactions drawing o...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Competition & Trade

							Competition law enforcement action is becoming increasingly common in New Zealand and globally, as governments around the world take a stronger stance on anti-c...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Construction

							Advising on construction projects and contracts, and resolving construction-related disputes, Tompkins Wake has built an extensive knowledge base in constructio...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Corporate & Commercial

							Our lawyers have a depth of knowledge developed from working across New Zealand’s commercial sector coupled with top tier international experience gained in-mar...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Dispute Resolution & Litigation

							Tompkins Wake has a long tradition of excellence in commercial dispute resolution and litigation dating back nearly 100 years. Our team advises on some of the m...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Education

							Tompkins Wake has extensive experience working with education providers (schools, universities and other tertiary institutions) across New Zealand's education s...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Employment

							Employers in New Zealand have a robust legal framework to comply with to meet their obligations to employees. Our employment team work with our clients to help ...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Energy

							Tompkins Wake has substantial experience and expertise in the energy industry, working with clients across the New Zealand energy sector to provide advice and s...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Events & Venues

							The hosting and staging of a major event is a complex and multi-faceted exercise, requiring an experienced team who understand the events industry and regulator...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Environment & Resource Management

							Tompkins Wake provides expertise in environmental and resource management law helping our clients navigate the Resource Management Act and associated legislatio...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Family and Relationship Law

							Family law can be complex and emotionally challenging. We combine exceptional legal advice with an empathetic approach to help our clients navigate complexity a...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Family Office & Private Wealth

							Over nearly 100 years, Tompkins Wake has built a solid reputation as trusted advisor to high-net-worth individuals, entrepreneurs and wealthy families. We provi...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Food & Beverage

							Tompkins Wake works for some of New Zealand's largest processors of dairy, red meat and poultry, honey and domestic and international food manufacturers and bev...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Forestry

							Tompkins Wake has been involved in significant forestry transactions, and developments and our team are skilled at navigating the complexity of the New Zealand ...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Franchising

							Tompkins Wake's franchising law experts have significant experience acting for franchisors and franchisees, tailoring our approach to reflect the often unique a...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Governance Advisory

							Our Governance Advisory team comprises senior corporate lawyers and Board Dynamics, New Zealand's leading governance consultancy led by founder and Managing Dir...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Health & Safety

							Tompkins Wake has a specialist team experienced in all aspects of Health and Safety law to help our clients ensure their workplaces are free from harm and compl...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Immigration

							New Zealand has strict laws governing immigration, particularly with COVID 19 restricting entry through its borders. We are the law firm clients turn to on the ...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Intellectual Property

							Tompkins Wake works to bring together experts from across the firm to help our clients design and develop Intellectual Property strategies. Our globally recogni...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							International Trade & Overseas Investment

							Tompkins Wake is skilled and experienced at helping clients manage cross-border transactions, business operations and the challenges of varying legal requiremen...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Life Sciences & Biotechnology

							Our Life Sciences and Biotechnology practice advise some of the world’s largest pharmaceutical, and animal health companies providing guidance, insight, and adv...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Local Government

							Tompkins Wake’s Local Government practice advises local government clients across New Zealand and private clients interacting with local government.

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Māori Business

							Our team specialises in providing commercial legal advice to whanau, hapū, iwi, Māori landowners and businesses also providing extensive advice to local governm...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Mergers & Acquisitions

							Tompkins Wake brings a depth of experience and expertise to merger and acquisitions transactions, providing high quality legal advice on transactions of all siz...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Privacy and Data Protection

							New technologies and the shift in work practices are making good cybersecurity and data protection vitally important to businesses. Privacy policies and practic...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Private Client & Trusts

							Tompkins Wake has built a solid reputation as trusted advisors to our private clients for over a century, working with generations of New Zealand families to pr...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Private Equity & Venture Capital

							In New Zealand we pride ourselves on innovation and our ability to adapt and solve problems using our “number eight wire” mentality. We work closely with entrep...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Property & Real Estate

							Tompkins Wake provides a full range of property law services throughout New Zealand, combining our local knowledge with nationally recognised expertise to provi...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Public Law

							Tompkins Wake’s Public Law practice advises local government clients and private clients interacting with local and central government.

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Small-Medium Business (SME)

							We help SME clients understand the law and how it applies to and affects their business, making it easier to operate and transact with customers and suppliers. ...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Start-Up & Growth Business

							New Zealand has a thriving startup ecosystem, fuelled by our innovative and forward thinking DNA. We work with clients across every stage of the business lifecy...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Technology & Digital

							Emerging technologies are setting a fast and exciting pace of change, but also posing challenging legal and regulatory questions some of which have never been e...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Trust & Estate Litigation

							Trust and Estate Litigation is a specialised area of law that deals with disputes involving the management or administration of trusts and estates, the making o...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Restructuring & Insolvency

							Our restructuring and insolvency team take a multi-disciplinary approach, using experts from across the firm to provide financial, corporate and litigation advi...

					
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
							
								

							
							Water & Wastewater

							The management of water resources in New Zealand is a contentious topic with ethical and sustainability considerations and ongoing reform balanced against stron...

					
					
				

			

			
		

	




        
        
	
		Stay in touch

		Sign up to our newsletter to receive the latest insight and news from Tompkins Wake
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